various other sponsors as well as help from TECDIS, a large locally based liquid crystal display firm.
The subtitle of the conference was "Crossroads of Science and Technology" to underline that ECLC '91 was the first European Conference to be held after the great changes that have taken place in Eastern Europe and after new possibilities for freedom of movement and of collaboration have opened. One of the aims of the organizers was indeed to try and bring together a large number of active researchers from all over Europe and this was certainly achieved. The conference was attended by 175 participants from 20 countries, with the largest groups coming from Italy (59), USSR (31), France (19), Germany (11), Poland (11), UK (7), Yugoslavia (6). All the lectures were given at the "Centro Congressi" right in the centre of Courmayeur and with a great view of the Alps. The atmosphere was quite informal and a good deal of lively discussion and even arguing went on, as one could rightly expect from such an event. Attendance at the conferences was good, even though a strong attraction was represented by the nearby mountains and ski facilities.
Even then the right balance between "inspiration and perspiration" was probably achieved and everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful scenery of Monte Bianco and maybe get some hints on liquid crystals too (see figure !) .
During the Conference the Annual Meeting of the Italian Liquid Crystal
Group was also held, where it was decided to join the International Liquid Crystal Society. The organization of the next International Liquid Crystal Conference, that will take place in Pisa, 21-26 June 1992 was also discussed.
The papers presented at the meeting and accepted after normal refereeing will be published in a special issue of Molec. Cryst. Liq. Cryst.
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